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You can make prints of fish that you
catch or buy, of animals you find on the
side of the road, of leaves—of just
about anything you want to study.
The prints will reveal details you
might not readily see when you exam-
ine a specimen by hand. For instance,
you'll get a sharp picture of the senso-
ry organ in fishes called the lateral
line; you'll be able to see the exact
shape and arrangement of scales.
Such details are very important
when yau're trying to identify a spe-
cies of animal or a type of plant. They
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can help you understand how differ-
ent species are related. You might
even want to classyy the specimens
in your collection (see SW, March 11,
1988).

MATERIALS
paper towels
newspaper

‘modeling clay

straight pins

newsprint or rice paper

water-base block printing ink
(for printing on paper)

T-shirt or other fabric

silkkscreen ink or textile paint
(for printing on fabric)

paintbrush

rubber roller (brayer)

piece of glass

PROCEDURE

Collect the leaves, fish, or other ob-
jects you wish to print. Try to get a
variety of specimens.

PLANT PRINTING: .

STEP 1

With the brayer, roll out a thin film of
ink onto the piece of glass. Place leaf
on glass and apply ink to both sides.
STEP 2

Transfer the leaf to a clean piece of
paper. Cover with another sheet of
printing paper. Check to see that
your hands are clean. ’
STEP 3

Rub the paper firmly with your fin-
gers or thumb, Work slowly, rubbing
over the leaf from the center out to
the edge.
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STEP 4

Carefully lift off the paper to avoid
smearing. Remove the leaf and set
the print aside to dry.

; FISH PRINTING- .

STEP 1

Clean off the mucus and biot the fish
dry with paper towels. Position the
fish on newspaper. Spread the fins
and piace small clay balls under them
for support. Secure with pins. Plug
the mouth, gills, and anus with wads
of paper toweling.

STEP 2 -

Apply a thin layer of ink over the

entire surface of the fish with a large
brush. Paint the fins and tail last, as
they dry quickly. Brush ink in one
direction only (with the scales). Do
not paint the eye since it has no defi-

nition and will not show up. N e e
STEP 3 ubb\g;;;s"'f‘“ _
>

Place a clean sheet of paper over the B
inked fish. Try to avoid wrinkling the
paper. (If you're printing a shirt, slip
a sheet of thin plastic between the
front and back.)
STEP 4
Rub your hands over the entire fish
to transfer ink to paper (or fabric).
Take care not to smear the ink or
move the paper while rubbing.
STEP 5
Carefully lift the paper (or fabric) off
the fish. After the ink dries, paint in
the eye by hand using a small brush.
You can keep your fishes in the
freezer and use them again. You may
want to; it takes practice to get a fish
print with lots of definition. =~ —pB.p.

Grexéu;y Grambo and Joan Jung )
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