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DINOSALUR DIG

Marian Berke

ie focus of this activity is to classify and sort

ing properties of the body parts: number of legs,
¢ of head, teeth, claws, etc.

aterials: outline drawings of several dinosaurs
r dinosaur skeletons), a copy paper box for each
oup, shredded newspaper or styrofoam pieces to
if fill each box, magazine pictures or books with
dtures of dinosaurs

"gparation:
Duplicate outline pictures of dinosaurs.
Paste the pictures onto oaktag.
Cut each dinosaur into 3 or 4 puzzle pieces.
. Bury the pieces of one type of dinosaur in each
box.

rocedures:

. Give each group a box (dig site).

. Explain to the class that they are going to
pretend they are archaeologists or
paleontologists at a dig. Students will "dig" very
carefully and try to figure out what they have
found.

. Display magazine pictures and books about
dinosaurs. Ask students to match their “finds”
to the pictures displayed.

Have students describe the properties that
match: head size, number of legs, tail size,
plates, horns, efc.

ktensions:

. Repeat the activity, but leave out a piece of the
dinosaur puzzie. Have the students draw what
thay think is the missing piece. Then give them
a drawing of the actual piece. Have them make
comparisons.

, Give pieces from the same puzzle to two groups
Have the groups share their pieces to complete
the dinosaur.

. Put pieces from 2 different dinosaurs in each
box.

. Leave a bax in the science comer and keep
changing the puzzle. Puzzles can also be made
from modern animals or objects.

LEARNING TO OBSERVE

Gregory Grambo

| have heard adults and children say, " | know it
like | know the back of my hand.” But how well do
they really know what the back of their hand looks
like? There are things people see every day but
don't really know anything about. There is a
difference between seeing something and observing
it. One way to teach observation skills to a child is
to investigate something the child has seen many
times before, such as a dollk.. bill.

Procedure:
1. Allow the children to look at copies of a dollar
bill.

(Illustration #1)

2. When they think they know exactly what a
dollar bill looks like, have them cover it with a
sheet of paper.

3. Represent the front and back of a dollar bill as
rectangles divided into sections where parts of
the bill should go.

(IMlustration #2)

4. Copy and then cut out the parts of the bill. Give
each part a number.

(INlustration #3)

5. Ask the children to show where each part shown
in Step 4 goes without looking at the dollar bill.
They are to do so by writing the number of the
part in the proper section of the illustration in
Step 3. The children will have trouble doing
this.

6. Question the children as to why they are having

- difficulty. They will telt you that they have seen
many bills before but never really looked at
them.

7. If the children really need help, then allow
some "“recall time." Have them look at the copy
of the bill for ten seconds with their hands
clasped behind their heads so that they cannot
use a pen. Put away the copy of the bill and
continue the activity.



‘ollow-up:

'ou can do this same activity with logos or 2 el l
iastheads from newspapers, box fronts from ' \
greals or other things the children probably see L

1d use every day. \—

LEARNING HOW TO LOOK- j ? i / ('
THE ART OF OBSERVING \

Look at this dollar bill Back
very carefully. Try to {

remember the location of
all numbers, words and
pictures as they appear
orn both sides of the
bill.
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Alaska—America’s larg-
est state, twice the size of
Texas — has fewer poople
than any other state. :

Few peopile realize that the asparagus is a mombcr of tho Icly family. if allowod ta

grow, the asparagus tips would throw out tall stalks and crown them with six-petaied
flowers, the trademark of the fily. //(/ ‘ 1AV

i k
old China, gongs were beaten to cure fits. Here', a hint for cooks:

there are three teaspoons
To open a cocanut, use a clean screwdriver to punch i, 4 tablespoon
holes ait the way through the three ridges (eyes) that
appear on one end. You can then drain the liquid.
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La.arnmg How To Look-
The Act OF Obsa.rvmg

Look at ‘this one dollar bl very
cam&\\y. Tl“y Yo remcmber the location

0( all num\:ers/ WorAS and pm*ums as
they will appaar en both si1des of

the bill,
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La:armng How To Look -
The Art OF Obszrving

Usmg' a wax pena\ place the number
o( the correct Parl:s \n the sa.chona.d areas.
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