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IN THE CLASSROOM

Helping Students Capture a Moment in Time

ecently, | pick-

ed up a histo-

rv book and
leafed through 1ts
pages. | asked myselr.
“What 15 historv?”
History consists of
events and things
that happened in the
past, but is 1t the dis-
tant past or the
recent past that is
considered history?
Historv includes
things and events
that  happened a
decade ago. a vear

ago. an hour ago, and
even a second ago. Newspapers print history, and
historv happens on television and radio. | find
mvselt thinking. “Are these the onlv tvpes of record-
ed historv we have?”

In mv classroom, [ have a reproduction ofa 1908
Sears catalog. Does this catalog tell history? It shows
the tvpes of things people bought and what thev cost
in that vear. The catalog gives an idea ot the amount

of monev people spent on things and the tvpes ot

things people bought. Yes, this catalog does tell his-

torv, just as much as cave paintings tell the historv ot

the hunts of ancient man. lts items, like a newspaper
or artitacts. tell the stories of the past. Sometimes we
tind these items by accident. like the documents
tfrom a sunken ship or forgotten things put awayv in
an attic. Some items were buried with the ancient
Egvpuan Kings and were dug up at a later date. These
things tell of what lite was like Jong ago. \We could
also put 1items awav with a specitic 1dea of when we
would like them to be tound and tor what purpose
we hid the items.
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Sometimes when architects design a building.
the last stone to be put into place is a stone with the
building’s tinishing date. [t is called the corner stone.
Manv architects and designers used a hollowed out
corner stone where thev hid items that were of
importance during the vear or vears that the building
was completed. It the building was ever td be torn
down or demolished. the items hidden inside the
corner stone would be tound and would help to tell
their storv. Whether the items were hidden by acci-
dent or on purpose. the items were suspended in
time and. theretore, a time capsule was tormed.
These capsules can be hidden or lost, in attics. base-
ments. in space. or in the sca.

Student Time Capsules

Whyv not make a time capsule with vour class
and leave a piece of history for the tuture to discov-
er? Your students will need to discuss with others
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Classroom

ondinted Hrom page {0
what things thev want to tell the tuture.
\\ hat thi ngs would ’_'1‘.:}' need to tell

eir storv? Do the students want to tell
thelr auomphx%"wm\’ Would they
want 1o tell about wars? Could it be that
thev want to tell of a great sports hero?
\favbe it is a new rype of soda or medi-
cine that made a difference 1o the wav
people live? Anv of these ideas would be
great for a time capsule. You see, the
children could tell the future anvthing
that thev important. Remember.
however. that any item vou want to hide
must be preser\'ed in such a way so that
when tound. it will be able to tell a storv.

The ancient Egvptians mummified
bodies o that even facial hair could sull
be seen. The Egvptians took care when
placing items in a tomb. Items were put
in a tomb not because the Egvptians
wanted us to find them, but because
thev believed in life after death and thev
felt that the kings would need these
things when they walked the Earth
again. These items were preserved so
that thev tell us of the wealth of a king
and the lite he had.

How then do vou preserve the
items vou wish to put in vour time cap-
sule? Manv papers have acid in them.
As tuime passes the acid causes the
paper to vellow, become brittle, and
eventually fall apart. Newspaper will
tall apart over time, too. You can. how-
ever. preserve a newspaper tor vour
time capsule by copving 1t onto acid
tree paper which will not vellow and
become brittle
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Water will destrov anvthing in vour
time capsule. Theretore, vou must keep
water out of vour capsule or put all of
vour items inte plastic bags.

You could recvele old plastic soda
bottles into waterproot. soilproot time
capsules. Pull otf the standing cup trom
the bottom of the bottle, then cut off the
top of the bottle two inches below the
neck . Plug the holes in the standing cap

with silicone sealer. This will prevent

water from seeping in through the

holes. Your bottle is now ready to

become a ime capsule. ltems vou wish

1o include must, of course, Nt inwide
vour time capsule. A set of encvilope-
dias would not be a good choice tor a

soda bottle time capsule but mav be a
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goad chotce fora capsule made rroman
old trunk or foot locker frems picked
could be based on a theme such as 2
birthdav, season. ceriain age. or school
vear, A schoolwidge nime capsule could
include the school’s vearbook. tickets
from the prom. a copy of the ~wchools
newspaper. and copies of old tests.
Student writings. compositions. and
poems could be included. A birthdav
time vapsule could include a list of
guests, pieces of gift wrapping, and
birthdav cards. When picking items tor

tuture. Computer disks and V'CR tape
mav not stav magnetized for a long
time. This is something to consider if
vou wish to include magnetic items
such as these.

Learning from the Capsule

What will people of the tuture learn
when thev open the time capsule? It
thev do not learn or discover anvthing,
then what was the purpose ot vour cap-
sute? tt should have a purpose. Discuss
the purpose ot a time capsule with vour
students. Let the children tell the future
something and allow the children to
pick the items tor the capsule.

You are now ready to put the cap-
sule together. Make a list ot all the items
vou wish to include and label cach one.
What mav be an obvious item to vou
may not be thar obvious to the people of
the future. Manv changes could take
place in the design of items vou use
everv dav. All items must be wrapped in
plastic. It vou choose to include com-
puter disks or VCR tapes. keep them in
their dust covers and wrap them in
plastic. The wrapped items should be
placed inside the clear portion of the
soda bottle capsule. A label is needed to
show who burted the capsule, when,
and why. It should also state when vou
want the capsule to be opened and what

ro Jdo it someone finds it betore it s sup-
posed to be opened. Place this label
inside the capsule so it is easily seen
through the plastic bottle. Plug all holes
in the container with silicone sealer and
<mear sealer on the outside ot the bottle
near the open end. Applv sealer all the
wav around the bottle and seal the top
of the bottle with the standing cap.

The time capsule is now readv to be
buried or hidden. However, have vou
ever put something somewhere and
completely forgotten where it was put?
[f vou eventually want the capsule to be
opened, then vou must tell someone
where it is. You can give direcuons to
vour time capsule, make a map, or puta
marker where vou buried it. How can
vou pass along this set of directions or
map so someone in the tuture can use
them? A marker similar to a headstone
marker can show a capsule’s burial site.
One such capsule was buried at the
1938 World’s Fair in New York Cirv.
Maps could be put in the corner stone
of a building or in a familv or school
scrapbook which could then be passed
on and added to from one vear to the
next.

This tvpe of project involves vour
students in choosing an idea which they
wish to convev to the future. Thev also
need to pick and prepare artifacts tor
tuture generations to find. The children
have to decide on how to pick items and
why these items are important to the
tuture. Making decisions on when the
capsule 1s buried and reopened will be
caretullv planned bv the students. The
children will have to then prepare the
items tor hibernation and figure out
how to tell others where the time cap-
sule 1s. Have vour students take an
active part in historv. Tell the future a
storv. '€
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