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A fresh approach
to book reports

When you ask students to read a
book, most will go directly to the
fiction section of the library. Ask
rhem to do research, and they'll head
for the nonfiction section. Middle
school students are still at an age
when reading a nonfiction book from
cover to cover may be a new experi-
ence. Bur assigning a nonfiction book
report with a lot of options and new
approaches can help students realize
that the truth can be even more
interesting than fiction.

Begin the project with a trip to
the school library or local library
(give out permission slips and remind
students to bring their library cards).
At the library, help students choose
books appropriate to their reading
level. Ask each student to read aloud
a randomly chosen paragraph so that
you can assess the books they choose.
This can also be done in small groups
so students do not have to read aloud
before the entire class. If a student
hesitates or stumbles on many of the
words, the book will be too frustrat-

“ing. On the other hand, if a student
breezes through the paragraph, the
book may be too easy.

Since a nonfiction book is not a
story and does not flow like a fiction
book, the traditional “summarize the
plot” report format does not suffice.
Instead, ask students to relate new
ideas discovered while reading the
book or outdated information con-
rained in the book. Have students
choose a new title for the book and
ask them what they might add or
omit from their book to make it more
enjoyable. See Figure 1 for possible
information to include in the book
reports. ‘

Because students naturally tend to
wait until the last minute, ask stu-
dents to keep a daily log of their
reading, including the date, number
of pages read, and a short description

of whart they have read. Students can
summarize their daily logs to help
them describe what the book is
about in their reports.

Keep an open mind and provide a
variety of options for the book report
format. Not all students learn mate-
rial at the same rate or in the same
way. Likewise, not all students can
present information in the same way.
Possibilities include drawing comic
strips or constructing word-search,

crossword, or jumble puzzles to build
vocabulary skills. Nontraditional
report formats will help students to
grow intellecrually and creatively,
and your students may even start
heading for that nonfiction section
for their leisure reading as well.
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FIGURE 1. Sample book report form

Title

Author

Publisher

Copyright date

Number of pages

Topic

(check one)

Q science facts

Q animals

Q biography (of a scientist)
Q health

My report is due on
My book was approved by

2 science in sports

3 how things work

Q0 myths/legends in astronomy
3 other

Teacher's signature

Date

Why did you give it this rating?

Why did you give it this rating?

you find in your book?)

sentence.

Parent's signature

Date

Circle the number that shows how easy or difficult the book was to read.
easy 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 difficult

Circle the number that shows your enjoyment of this book.
awful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 super

Address the following questions in your report:
1. If you had to give this book a new title, what would you call it? Why?
2. What new things did you leam from this book? (Or what outdated information did

3. List ten new words you learned from reading this book and use each word in a

4. How would you have made this book more interesting?
5. Write ten sentences describing what this book is about.




