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- Scientists communicate their di‘scovcncs and ideas to other scientists in many ways.
‘One way is by writing articles for scientific magazines. Newspz;pers and popular maga-
zines often contain articles related to science. These.articles are “Usually full of informa-
tion and ideas. The following suggestions will help you understand these articles.
Read the title of the article; then read the headings of sections.

Read the article quickly. Scan illustrations for a general impression.
Read the article carefully, noting key sentences in each paragraph Carefuliy

study the illustrations-that are referred to in the article.’
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|of what is believed to have been'the
largest bird every to fly, a creature

¥ Q.Sfeet.

by the National Gepgraphic Souetv,
was made in Argentina and con-
_firmed by scientists at the Natural

10, History Museum in Los Angeles.
: The remains are of a bird that mea:

sured 11 ‘feet trom beak 10 taii,

-Sqgentists have discovered fossils §

‘the size of 2 man with a wmgspan of

The discovery, announced today

Determine the main idea ¢f the article.
What facts are presented to support this main 1dea'»'
What interpretations of these facts are presented? :
Read the following article, using these steps. Underline the key sentences and dir-
dl¢ the main idea. Circle any new words you find. Then answer these questions.

\\Fossﬂs in Argentma
. Identified As
‘Largest
Known
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| While visiting Argentina last year
he was shown the fossils and identi-
fied thern as 2 new, larger type of
teratorn, This is an extinct group of
large birds whose name in Greek
meéans “wonder bu'd.s L

- Because of their size, they proba-

bell said in a telephone interview.

%5

50

and, when standing, could have

14 looked a-f<foot-tall man directly in

the eye.
~*This rmakes it the world’s largest

known flying bird,”

~ neth E. Campbell, curator of ver-

20 tebrate paleontology at the mu-

seum.-*It’s deﬁmtely a most spec-
tacular creature,”

25 condor, which can weigh about 35

"span. The biggest previously

Eknown flving birds were extinct va-

rieties with wingspans avproaching -
weighed from 150 to 170 pounds 2916 feet. The largest known creatures

to take to the air were flying reptiles
cailed pterosaurs, some of which
had wirigspans of up to 50 feet.

In the latest discovery, about a
said Dr Ken-p% dozen bones from one giant bird

were recovered at a site about 100

miles west of-Buenos Aires by Dt
Eduardo P. Tonini and Dr. Rosendo
Pascual of Argentina’s La Plata Mu-

Dz Campbell said the biggest ﬂy—qﬂ seum.
ing bird now alive is the Andean . .

“We have the parts of. three dif-

ing to fly, rather than wing flapping,”

-Dr Campbedl said, “People are going
ply couldn’t fly, but we are sure that it
did.” T

. D Campbell, whose work is sup-
ported by the National Geographic

Standards $za ,se;cl., $7a,

bly relied almost exclusiveiv on glid~ -

to say that any bird that is large sim- §%

Sodlety, said these predator birds are 6o

‘believed to have evolved in ‘South
America and spread to the southern
United States. Teratorns, which ex-

isted for millions of vears, became

extinet about 10,000 vears ago, he

said. The new fossils have been dated

ferent wing bones, two leg bones;

tentatively as being five million to

pounds and have a 10-foot wing-

-

ts to loock ak articdes £hak are -nak Fiction

What is the main idlea df this ar;icie? .

and parts of the skull,” Dz Camp-

eight million years old.

List two facts given in the article.

and understand how bo abtarn lnForrrf\at_iun Fram them
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Identify  a sentence that is an interpretation.
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